Tapentadol for pain: a treatment evaluation.
Tapentadol is a newly approved novel analgesic drug with a dual mode of action: a mu-opioid agonist and an inhibitor of norepinephrine reuptake (MOR-NRI). Preclinical evidence supports a synergistic interaction between these two effects. It is the first opioid agonist to exhibit predominant norepinephrine reuptake inhibition with minimal serotonin effects. It is FDA approved for use in the US for moderate to severe pain in adults, available in the immediate release form for acute pain and as an extended-release formulation for chronic pain when continuous analgesia is required. Tapentadol has demonstrated reduced treatment-emergent opioid-related gastrointestinal adverse effects compared with pure opioid agonists. The synergistic mu-opioid and alpha(2)-adrenergic effects suggest the potential for particular utility in neuropathic pain states or other pain states associated with hyperalgesia.